
NOVEMBER 2026



Hello Florida Region Members,

Hope everyone had a spooky-good Halloween! There is a lot happening across the Florida Region, so let's get
to it!

Scholarships & Awards
High school seniors, need some additional funds to help pay for college? The Florida Region Scholarship
Program applications are now open! Also open is the Florida Region Awards nomination process. Be sure to
check out page 13 for scholarship information and page 13 for award nomination details.

Florida Region Coaching Clinic
We've added a legend to this year's Florida Region Coaching Clinic! John Kessel will be joining us as our
featured clinician. John has conducted clinics in more than 80 countries and all 50 states. He'll join Dr. Jenny
Johnson (American Sports Institute), Erin Olson (Orlando Valkyries), and Jessica Perez (Positive Coaching
Alliance) for a full and meaningful day of instruction at Lake-Sumter State College.

Registration details can be found on page 5. Also, please note that this clinic will count toward the new USAV
Certification Program administered by ASI (see page 11).

Orlando Valkyries – 2027 Schedule
The 2027 Orlando Valkyries schedule has just been released! The season kicks off January 9, the same
weekend as the Florida Region's Gold Series tournament. The Valks will have 13 home matches this spring. You
can find all the dates, times, and ticket information here.

Women's Volleyball World Cup Coming to Orlando
Also recently announced were the teams coming to Orlando for the Women's Volleyball World Cup. It's
exciting to see both Team USA and Brazil playing their pool matches at the Kia Center! Ticket and schedule
information will be shared as soon as it becomes available.

Club Recruiting Policies & Tryout Dates
The Region Office has received a significant number of emails and questions regarding club recruiting policies
and tryout start dates. Historically, the Region has not established policies in these areas, recognizing that
each club operates as its own business. However, we understand the interest and concerns being expressed by
our membership.

To that end, the Region is putting together a small, representative committee of club directors and owners to
review these topics. Once the committee is finalized, we will seek input and specific recommendations from
the broader membership. We want to make sure the voices of our members and clubs are heard as we work
through these discussions.

Good luck to all the schools wrapping up their volleyball seasons. Enjoy November and have a wonderful
Thanksgiving!



Finally, please know that the Florida Region of USA Volleyball appreciates your membership, your
participation, and your continued support. We look forward to seeing everyone on the courts in January!

Best,

Kurt M. Esser
Executive Director/President



LEARN MORE: FLORIDAVOLLEYBALL.ORG/EVENTS



Coaches, This One’s a No-Brainer! 

You spend your season helping players get better. On November 14, take a day to invest in your own
development at the USA Volleyball Coaches Clinic at Lake-Sumter State College in Leesburg, Florida.

Join the Florida Region for a full day of classroom learning, on-court sessions, and connection with fellow
coaches. It’s an opportunity to step outside your routine, ask questions, explore new perspectives, and
bring fresh ideas back to your team.

This outstanding lineup includes John Kessel, Jenny Johnson with American Sport Education, Erin Olson,
Assistant Coach of the Orlando Valkyries, and Positive Coaching Alliance.

A chance to learn from this group and spend the day focused on becoming a stronger, more effective
coach? No-brainer.

Whether you’re looking for a fresh approach, a different perspective on a coaching challenge, or
meaningful conversations with others in the volleyball community, make plans to be part of this in-
person experience.

Bring your questions, invite your coaching staff, and come ready to participate, not just sit and listen.
With gym sessions included, please wear athletic attire.

Register here:
https://floridavolleyball.org/blog/event/coaches-clinic/

UPCOMING EVENTS
USAV COACHES CLINIC

NOVEMBER 14, 2026

https://floridavolleyball.org/blog/event/coaches-clinic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARanQvVuNjI&t=2s


https://tr.ee/hBHWu3Co-y


Orlando, it’s time to turn up the excitement. In 2027, the world’s best women’s volleyball teams are
coming to our city, and we’re ready to deliver.

The FIVB Women’s Volleyball World Cup is bringing its talent, determination, and competitive fire to the
Kia Center. And now we know who’s coming.

Orlando will welcome Brazil, Czechia, Kenya, and South Korea in Pool B, alongside the United States,
Thailand, Mexico, and Greece in Pool D. Eight nations. One incredible opportunity to show the world how
our city shows up for volleyball.

We already know this city loves the game. Every summer, volleyball athletes and their families fill our
courts, hotels, restaurants, and attractions. Now, we get to bring that same energy to the world stage.
This is our city. These are our stands. From cheering on Team USA to welcoming fans from across the
globe, we have a chance to make every match unforgettable.

Expect elite volleyball, world-class entertainment, and the extraordinary hospitality that makes Orlando
one of the world’s most welcoming destinations.

The road to LA 28 is coming through our backyard. Let’s pack the Kia Center, bring the noise, and make
sure the world feels Orlando’s energy from the first serve.

UPCOMING EVENTS
WOMEN’S WORLD VOLLEYBALL CUP

USA & CANADA



L I M I T E D  S P A C E S  A V A I L A B L E

FL REGION EVENTS
REGISTRATION PAGE

CLUBS, THERE’S STILL TIME TO SECURE YOUR SPOT! REGISTRATION IS OPEN AND SPACE IS
AVAILABLE FOR THE FLORIDA REGIONAL 18S QUALIFIER, FLORIDA FEST JNQ, ASICS FLORIDA

VOLLEYBALL CHALLENGE, AND MOLTEN BOYS SOUTHEASTERN CHAMPIONSHIPS. MAKE PLANS
FOR YOUR TEAMS AND REGISTER TODAY, WE’D LOVE TO SEE YOU ON THE COURT!



UPCOMING EVENTS
HONORING A LEGACY. 

LAUNCHING NEW CLUBS.

Meet the first two recipients of the Mary Andrew Grant, celebrating a longtime club owner and regional
board member by helping new clubs get their start.

Each year, two new clubs are randomly selected at the Florida Region Indoor Club Academy to receive
the Mary Andrew Grant, helping them get off the ground. This inaugural year marks the beginning of a
tradition honoring Mary’s longtime dedication as a club owner and regional board member while
supporting the next generation of clubs.







THANK YOU ASICS FOR BEING THE OFFICIAL
OUTFITTER FOR OUR TEAM FLORIDA INDOOR

ALL-STAR PROGRAMS!

https://www.asics.com/us/en-us/?CAWELAID=120223060000524612&CATRK=SPFID-70&CAAGID=1209463160928930&CATCI=kwd-75591712275604:aud-806555812:loc-190&CAPCID=75591586447414&CADevice=c&msclkid=3de529ba04bb1de48f664b538c53cd61&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search_CA_Brand_General&utm_term=ASICS&utm_content=Brand_General


UPCOMING EVENTS

Take the next step toward your college future! Florida high school seniors who are Florida Region of
USA Volleyball members in good standing may apply. Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 cumulative
GPA and demonstrate leadership on and off the court, community involvement, and strong character.
Complete the application, submit the required documents and short essay, and review all eligibility
requirements before applying. 

Scholarship recipients must attend the Annual Regional Awards Ceremony in Orlando to receive their
award. Applications open November 2 and close January 3.

Application details, required documents, and full rules: https://floridavolleyball.org/florida-region-
scholarship-program/

FLORIDA REGION 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

https://floridavolleyball.org/florida-region-scholarship-program/
https://floridavolleyball.org/florida-region-scholarship-program/
https://floridavolleyball.org/florida-region-scholarship-program/


UPCOMING EVENTS

Help us recognize the people and clubs making a difference in Florida volleyball! The Florida Region’s
Annual Regional Awards Ceremony celebrates outstanding dedication, service, and contributions to
the sport. Review the award descriptions and submit your nomination as they begin November 2nd to
help give deserving members of our volleyball community the recognition they’ve earned.

View award descriptions here: https://floridavolleyball.org/regional-awards-ceremony/

REGIONAL 
AWARDS CEREMONY

https://floridavolleyball.org/regional-awards-ceremony/
https://floridavolleyball.org/regional-awards-ceremony/


2026-2027 EVENT SCHEDULE

FLORIDA REGIONAL 18S QUALIFIER
WESLEY CHAPEL, FL

FEB 20–21,
2027

FLORIDA USAV GOLD SERIES
ORLANDO, FL

JAN 9–10,
2027 

FLORIDA FEST JNQ
ORLANDO, FL

JAN 23–25,
2027

COACHES CLINIC, 
LEESBURG, FL

NOV 14,
2026

TEAM FLORIDA GIRLS SELECTION CAMP 
THE VILLAGES, FL

MAY 15
2027

FLORIDA ADULT REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
ORLANDO, FL

MAY 22
2027

ASICS FLORIDA VOLLEYBALL CHALLENGE
ORLANDO, FL

MARCH 26–
28, 2027

BOYS SOUTHEASTERN CHAMPIONSHIP
OCALA, FL

JUNE 5–6,
2027

USA VOLLEYBALL ALL-STARS
ARIZONA

JULY 21-24
2027

TEAM FLORIDA BOYS EVALUATIONS
OCALA, FL

JUNE 4, 
2027

AWARD CEREMONY
CONVENTION CENTER ORLANDO 

MARCH 25,
2027

https://floridavolleyball.org/events/


THANK YOU MOLTEN FOR BEING THE OFFICIAL
VOLLEYBALL OF THE FLORIDA REGION!

https://moltenusa.com/volleyball/


https://jvctournaments.com/


UPCOMING EVENTS

SpikeNet & Friends sits down with Steve Bishop, the “godfather of SpikeNet” and one of the first people
to believe in our vision, for a special conversation in Holyoke, Massachusetts. From celebrating volleyball’s
legends to preparing its next generation of leaders, Steve shares why preserving the game’s history and
investing in its future go hand in hand.

Celebrating volleyball’s legacy
As board president of the International Volleyball Hall of Fame, Steve gives us a behind-the-scenes look
at induction weekend, the emotional speeches, lifelong friendships, and volunteers who make it
unforgettable. He also discusses the Hall’s partnership with the FIVB and what it means for expanding its
global reach.

A new chapter in sports education
After more than two decades leading the Florida Region and working within USA Volleyball, Steve is
bringing his experience to the American Sport Institute. He explains its vision for education and
certification, not just for coaches, but also club directors, event directors, lead officials, sport leaders, and
team captains.

Leadership beyond the title
One of the biggest takeaways: giving someone a leadership role does not automatically prepare them to
lead. Steve talks about teaching captains how to navigate different personalities, handle conflict, and
support teammates under pressure, skills that matter far beyond the court.

Watch this episode of SpikeNet & Friends with Steve Bishop for a conversation about legacy, leadership,
and giving back to the sport that connects us all: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pV1Vt-TmHhw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pV1Vt-TmHhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pV1Vt-TmHhw




Jenny Michael
jenny.michael@side-out.org

A DIG PINK®
EXPERIENCE FOR CLUBS

Take The Perfect Pass
Challenge
The Perfect Pass Challenge uses
volleyball to spread Side-Out’s
metastatic breast cancer research
into communities through athlete
outreach.

LEARN MORE
CLICK HERE

https://side-out.org/a-new-dig-pink-experience/


PARTNERS & SPONSORS

CORPORATE PARTNERS

BUSINESS PARTNERS



STAY CONNECTED

ACCESS HERE ACCESS HERE ACCESS HERE ACCESS HERE

https://www.facebook.com/floridaregion/
https://www.instagram.com/floridaregion/
https://www.facebook.com/floridaregion/
https://www.instagram.com/floridaregion/
https://www.youtube.com/@FloridaRegionOfficial
https://www.tiktok.com/@floridaregion


FLORIDA REGION MAP

CLICK HERE TO
FIND A CLUB
NEAR YOU

DISTRICTS

4
176+
CLUBS

https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/
https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/
https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/
https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/


REGIONAL INFORMATION

Florida Region of 
USA Volleyball, Inc.

15010 US Highway 441
Eustis, FL 32726

T: (352)742-0080
F: (352)414-5304

Email:
office@floridavolleyball.org
Website:
www.floridavolleyball.org

Monday - Friday 9-5 ET

Landon Thomas
Board Chair
Sam Skelton
Vice Chair
Kathy Yarbrough
Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Owen
Officials Representative
Vicky Page
Junior Representative
Charlie Castillo
Junior Representative
AJ Joseph
Indoor Chair
Bill DiLorenzo
Outdoor Chair

Kurt Esser
Executive Director/President
Michele Moriarty
Sr. Director of Finance & 
Operations
Kristin Stanley
Director of Events
Briana Roderick
Events Manager
The SpikeNet
Marketing & Social Media Coordinator
Amanda Barnard
Program & Member Services Manager
Moira Mangum
Member Services & Event 
Support Specialist

STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADDRESS
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