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Hello Friends of the Florida Region,

Hope everyone is off to a great start to June and looking forward to an exciting summer.
As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, our Marketing Coordinator, Kris Cifelli, has departed the
organization. After careful consideration, we have decided to partner with The SpikeNet as our
official marketing agency. The SpikeNet will support the Florida Region staff with social media,
graphic design, website management, event signage, and other marketing initiatives. We are excited
to strengthen our partnership with a company that shares our passion for the sport of volleyball.

Congratulations to all the ladies who earned a spot on Team Florida (the teams are featured later in
this edition). Best of luck as well to the boys participating in Team Florida tryouts prior to the Molten
Boys Southeastern Championships in Ocala. We look forward to taking these teams to Columbus in
late July and competing for the Region Cup (Team Florida has won 10 of the last 13 years). If your
company or club is interested in sponsoring a Team Florida athlete or supporting Team Florida as a
whole, please let us know.

The USAV Adult Open Championship recently concluded in Orlando, where the Florida Region
sponsored a team in the sitting division. Team Florida earned a bronze medal and was the only team
in the division without a current Paralympian on its playing roster. Thanks to Linda Gomez Pai and
Chris Seilkop for serving as coaches. As the tournament began on Memorial Day, and with several
veterans competing on our team and throughout the event, I was reminded of the sacrifices made by
those who have served our country. We are grateful for their dedication and service.

As summer begins, I encourage everyone to take some time away from volleyball. A change of pace
can help refresh both the mind and body. Rest is an essential—and often overlooked—part of growth
and development. Spend quality time with family and friends, create lasting memories, and enjoy the
moment.
Have a wonderful summer.

Sincerely,
 

Kurt M. Esser
Executive Director/President



The Florida Region is proud to announce its Team Florida Indoor All-Stars, with four girls teams set to
compete at the 2026 All Stars Championships, July 23–26 in Columbus, Ohio. The teams will
represent the U13, U15, U17, and U19 divisions, showcasing some of the top talent across the state.

The selection process began with an exclusive camp held May 9 at The Villages Charter School in
Middleton, Florida. This was not an open registration event. Invitations were extended to athletes
from the 2025 Team Florida roster and those ranked on the Florida Athlete Power Ranking list, which
was based on top-five finishes in the highest divisions of select 2025 tournaments. From there, Team
Florida coaches selected athletes to attend the camp and compete for a roster spot.

Athletes involved in the National Team Development Program (NTDP) were also considered, even if
scheduling conflicts prevented camp attendance. Final selections were based on performance, skill,
and overall fit for the team.

The recently announced rosters highlight not only individual achievement but also the strength of
Florida’s club programs, which continue to develop athletes at a high level.
Congratulations to all athletes who competed, and to those selected to represent Florida on the
national stage. The countdown to Columbus is officially underway.

UPCOMING EVENTS
TEAM FLORIDA GIRLS SELECTION CAMP

CLICK HERE FOR 
PICTURES

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1536385804931899&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1536385804931899&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1536385804931899&type=3










THANK YOU ASICS FOR BEING THE OFFICIAL
OUTFITTER FOR OUR TEAM FLORIDA INDOOR

ALL-STAR PROGRAMS!

https://www.asics.com/us/en-us/?CAWELAID=120223060000524612&CATRK=SPFID-70&CAAGID=1209463160928930&CATCI=kwd-75591712275604:aud-806555812:loc-190&CAPCID=75591586447414&CADevice=c&msclkid=3de529ba04bb1de48f664b538c53cd61&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search_CA_Brand_General&utm_term=ASICS&utm_content=Brand_General


UPCOMING EVENTS

With just one week to go, excitement is building for the 2026 Molten Boys Southeastern
Championship in Gainesville. As teams prepare to compete, there are a few important reminders to
ensure a smooth and successful event experience.

Team check-in will close on Friday, June 5 at 3:00 PM. Coaches and club directors are encouraged to
review and verify all roster details before the deadline to avoid any last-minute issues.
Spectator tickets are now available for purchase. Attendees should be sure to obtain their team code
from their club prior to buying tickets to ensure proper access.

Official tournament apparel will be available on-site under the Florida Region tents located next to
Court 9. This will be the go-to spot for event merchandise throughout the championship.

Team bag tags can be picked up beginning Saturday after 8:00 AM at the Ticketing Help Desk.
Please note that only coaches or club directors are permitted to collect these items.

With preparations underway and competition around the corner, the stage is set for an exciting
weekend of volleyball. Gainesville is ready to welcome teams, families, and fans for another
memorable championship event.

Learn more by visiting: https://floridavolleyball.org/blog/event/molten-boys-southeastern-
championships/

2026 Molten Boys Southeastern Championship

UPCOMING EVENT

https://youtu.be/fu9vsH1CC9k
https://floridavolleyball.org/blog/event/molten-boys-southeastern-championships/
https://floridavolleyball.org/blog/event/molten-boys-southeastern-championships/


What started as a collaborative working relationship more than a decade ago has grown into
something far more impactful. The Florida Region and The SpikeNet are proud to officially expand
their partnership through a new marketing and media collaboration.

For the past 10 years, The SpikeNet has worked alongside the Florida Region to highlight the stories
that define volleyball across the state. From athletes and coaches to clubs, officials, and major events,
the partnership has consistently focused on showcasing the people and moments that shape the
game in Florida.

With this new chapter, The SpikeNet will serve as the Florida Region’s official marketing and content
partner. This expanded role will include comprehensive event coverage, original storytelling,
interviews, social media campaigns, behind-the-scenes features, and a wide range of digital content
designed to engage and grow the volleyball community.

The partnership reflects a shared commitment to elevating the sport and celebrating the individuals
who make it thrive. As the game continues to grow across Florida, this collaboration will play a key
role in bringing those stories to a broader audience.

The Florida Region and The SpikeNet look forward to continuing this journey together and building on
a decade of meaningful work within the volleyball community.

THE SPIKENET

NEW PARTNERSHIP

https://linktr.ee/spikenet?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio


Team Florida delivered an impressive performance at the
2026 Adult Open National Championships, earning a
bronze medal in the sitting division on home soil in the
Sunshine State.

Competing in front of a home crowd added an extra layer of
energy and motivation, and the team rose to the occasion
with resilience and determination throughout the
tournament. Their effort and consistency ultimately secured
a spot on the podium, marking a significant achievement
against top national competition.

Winning in Florida made the moment even more
meaningful. With local supporters behind them, Team
Florida showcased not only their skill but also the passion
and pride that define the state’s volleyball community.

This bronze medal finish is a testament to the team’s grit,
teamwork, and dedication over the course of the event.
From start to finish, the squad demonstrated heart and
competitive spirit, representing Florida at the highest level.

Congratulations to Team Florida’s sitting volleyball team on
an outstanding performance and a well-earned place
among the nation’s best.

TEAM FLORIDA’S SITTING TEAM



UPCOMING EVENTS

The Florida Region would like to recognize the teams that earned top finishes at the 2026 USA
Volleyball Adult Open National Championship while proudly representing Florida. It is always exciting
to see the continued growth of the sport and the strong presence of Florida athletes competing at the
national level. 

Learn more about the event here: https://usavolleyball.org/event/2026-usa-volleyball-open-national-
championship/

2026 USA VOLLEYBALL ADULT OPEN
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

https://usavolleyball.org/event/2026-usa-volleyball-open-national-championship/
https://usavolleyball.org/event/2026-usa-volleyball-open-national-championship/


THANK YOU MOLTEN FOR BEING THE OFFICIAL
VOLLEYBALL OF THE FLORIDA REGION!

https://moltenusa.com/volleyball/


2026-2027 EVENT SCHEDULE

FLORIDA REGIONAL 18 QUALIFIER
WESLEY CHAPEL, FL

FEB 20–21,
2027

FLORIDA USAV GOLD SERIES
ORLANDO, FL

JAN 9–10,
2027 

FLORIDA FEST JNQ
ORLANDO, FL

JAN 23–25,
2027

INDOOR CLUB ACADEMY  
EUSTIS, FL

OCTOBER 25,
2026

GIRLS SELECTION CAMP 
TBDMAY (TBD) 

FLORIDA ADULT REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
TBDMAY (TBD)

ASICS FLORIDA VOLLEYBALL CHALLENGE
ORLANDO, FL

MARCH 26–
28, 2027

BOYS SOUTHEASTERN CHAMPIONSHIP
OCALA, FL

JUNE 5–6,
2027

USA VOLLEYBALL ALL-STARS
ARIZONAJULY (TBD)

INDOOR CLUB ACADEMY  
EUSTIS, FL

AUGUST 22,
2026

BOYS ALL- STARS EVALUATIONS
OCALA, FL

JUNE 4, 
2027

AWARD CEREMONY
ORLANDO, FL

MARCH 25,
2027

https://floridavolleyball.org/events/


Jenny Michael
jenny.michael@side-out.org

A DIG PINK®
EXPERIENCE FOR CLUBS

Take The Perfect Pass
Challenge
The Perfect Pass Challenge uses
volleyball to spread Side-Out’s
metastatic breast cancer research
into communities through athlete
outreach.

LEARN MORE
CLICK HERE

https://side-out.org/a-new-dig-pink-experience/


PARTNERS & SPONSORS

CORPORATE PARTNERS

BUSINESS PARTNERS



STAY CONNECTED

ACCESS HERE ACCESS HERE ACCESS HERE ACCESS HERE

https://www.facebook.com/floridaregion/
https://www.instagram.com/floridaregion/
https://www.facebook.com/floridaregion/
https://www.instagram.com/floridaregion/
https://www.youtube.com/@FloridaRegionOfficial
https://www.tiktok.com/@floridaregion


FLORIDA REGION MAP

CLICK HERE TO
FIND A CLUB
NEAR YOU

DISTRICTS

4
170+
CLUBS

https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/
https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/
https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/
https://floridavolleyball.org/find-a-club/


REGIONAL INFORMATION

Florida Region of 
USA Volleyball, Inc.

15010 US Highway 441
Eustis, FL 32726

T: (352)742-0080
F: (352)414-5304

Email:
office@floridavolleyball.org
Website:
www.floridavolleyball.org

Monday - Friday 9-5 ET

Landon Thomas
Board Chair
Sam Skelton
Vice Chair
Kathy Yarbrough
Secretary/Treasurer
Nancy Cothron
Outdoor Chair
Darin Clark
Official's Chair
Felix Torres
Junior Representative
Vicky Page
Junior Representative

Kurt Esser
Executive Director/President
Michele Moriarty
Sr. Director of Finance & 
Operations
Kristin Stanley
Director of Events
Briana Roderick
Sr. Events Coordinator
The SpikeNet
Marketing & Social Media Coordinator
Amanda Barnard
Program & Member Services Manager
Moira Mangum
Member Services & Event 
Support Specialist

STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADDRESS
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